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ARCTIC — - West Warw1ck
High School has declared a war
~— against tfuancy.

Rhode Island’ will" msntute a;

- family ‘truancy. " célirt’ in | the -
" school auditorium starting Nov

7..The court, will adjudicate. all-,,

matters of’ absentcelsm, ‘officials ™

announced yesterday: . ¢
| West - Warwick - School
Superinténdent David Raiche

says - this new ‘system - will be

more practical than the previous
method of dealing with truant
students, which was through
Kent Coumy Court."

*“THis way, -students® won'’t
have to.miss school just to attend-

a-truancy hearing,” Raiche said. -
. “Here, we can handle these mat-
ters in 15 minutes, so students -
* high school and evén eIementary N

would only be. mlssmg 15 min-

Attes of class time."”

“'ment.

: vide support services. I believe:

e providers not-only to- reduce thet -

, truancy rate;. but: to provide a:
- more " stable’ learmng envxron-

- “Truancy " often istarts w1th;‘
¢ problems at home —- like not
+having a proper diét or living in;

: poor conditions. . This~ discour- -
“ages kids from being productive: -
in school,” fe 'said.. “We can:
change that cycle by workmg

 with parents, if need be, to pro

this new court system will credte!
@ more successful- cycle. in. stus:
dents’ lives” . .

One of the' program's featur
is°paréntal involvement.and gui
ance, as well as after-schoo] pro:

grammmg ' '\;
The system. will. be a1med

mostly at “students ‘of Deering-~
Middle. School, but officials said;
the: court will' work, with somg!

i school students,;" :
The court, which ‘exists* in The court will operate llke thxs& o
abott & 'half:dozen other school = Once a child misses 10 ‘or more,
districts “in " the “staté,, ifivolves - days.of school unexcused, a tru
efforts’ from local school depart- . ant officer files -a* petition wit
- e omentstUand: mental health " See TRUANCY, Page'A-.

CIockwxse from bottom are’ West Warvwck Truancy Coutt Magistrate Angela Bucct, ;
‘Family Court Chief Judge -Jeremiah " S. “Jeremiah. Jr., ‘West Warwick School‘
* Superintendent David Raiche, School Committeeman John Flynn, School Committee

" Chairman Daniel Burns, School Commltteeman Jeff Kos and;Chairman of the Board

“of Regents James DrPrete

TRUANCY
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the  Family Court Juvenile
Clexk< office and the. case is
he;ard within two to thiee weeks.
Parents are required to attend.”
iRaiche said the school had.to
request consideration for an . in-

sghool lm:an_cy court;from Rhode:
[sland Family Court.“One of the

factors the court Jooks at is if

there is a high number of truwncyA :

petmons Wthh our dxsmct has
he said, “
,The maglstrate for lhe court
w,lll be Angéla Buccx, who will’

3

hear cases each Wednesday.
“This is my first time working in
a school and I'm very excited to
get started,” she said.

Rhode Island” Family Court
Chief Judge Jeremiah S.
Jeremiah Jr. said he-is.confiflent

High School will lower the truan-
¢y rate,
“In the school di:tncts (whme)

) this has been Jmplemenled the
[ dttendance rate has increased
_ from about 49 percent to 89 per- *

cent,” he said, addmg that “‘Bucm

‘ repor[Ed‘ '

has excellent Jqualifications, to

handle work in thlS school.""
Natlon.llly, 25 percent of. pub-

lic  school principals” report

absenteeism to be a serious or
somewhat * serious- problem, -
: accordlng to Rhode Island Klds

the.new court ‘in West Warwick .. i .
,,Coum S o

In Rhode Island 1082 stu-
dents were suspended for triancy
in the 1998- 1999 * schiool; year;!

‘1,_'4 720; were suspcnded for “skip~.,

on also
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